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Oct. 15, 

^04.2  TO  SAVE  YOUR- SOLES 

Keserve 

-1.  oroadcnst  by  Ruth  Van  Dont^.n,  Burc-^.u  of  Home  Econoniics,  and  rnllaco  Kaddorly, 
Rodio  Sorvico,  in  the  Deportment  of  Agriculture's  portion  of  th'o  ITationt>l 
F-irr^i  and  :io;ae  Hour,  Thursday,  October  15,  iy42,  over  stations  associated  v/ith 
the  Slue  Network. 
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^  ^ITCHSLL  (ChicP.go)    Thanks  to  Ruth  Vpn  Demnn  of  the  Dep^Attment  of  .vgriculture,  we 
today  hovr  to  r,dd  lonf^er  life  to  le'^ther  foot\vear.    These  days  leather  is 
^ore  important  th"n  ever.     On.e  ivny  we -can  all  help  is  take  the  be^t  nopsible  care 
of  our  cfvrn  s^oes.     Before  rettin.p;  into  that  matter  here  are  a  couple  of  questions 
^or  ^rsllPce  Kndderly  to  answer.    'That  is  th©  leather  situation?    ^'^ill  there  be  a 
shortare?    >^or  the  answers  vre  take  you  to  VJashnigton. 

JL.DDERLY:    'Jell,  here  are  the  facts:     Before  the  war,  we  were  importing  raillions 
of  hides  a  year.     Imports  are  cut  drastically,  and  demands  for  leather  have 
increased  tremendously.     So,  uialess  we're  careful  to  p'revent  it  —  v^e  may  be  up 
against  a  shortage.    A  shortngo  of  "heavjr"  leather  —  the  toughest  part  of  the 
animal  hide. 

Van  DKvLUT:     The  part  that's  used  for  shoe  solos.      •  '  ■ 

KilDDERLY:     .jid  for  harness,  scabbards,  driving  belts  for  engines.     But  of  course 
one  of  the  most  important  us>.^s  of  all,  right  now,  is  soles  for  the  shoes  of  rl^arch- 
ing  men. 

V:JI  DEi-lxUi:     Even  sturdy  armv  shoos  wear  out. 

KLlDDERLY:     Yes,  and  they've  gDt  to  be  replaced.     Do  you  ]mow  how  a  soldier  is 
measured  for  shoos? 

V.vM  DEI.uUj  :     Does  he  stand  on  a  aoasuring  nachino,  in  his  stockto^  foet? 

KaDJERLY:     Yes.    With  a  40-pound  bucket  of  sand  in  each  hand.     He  stands  first  on 
one  foot,  and  then  the  other.    The  iveight  of  the  sand  causes  his  foot  to  spread, 
and  so  he  gets  fitted    vrith  shoes  that  are  iust  rirht  Tvhen  he  ^uarches  alon^  with 
a  pack  on  his  back. 

Van  DT?>-AI^:  wonder  his  feet  can  take  it,  on  long  marches.     Hut  I'm  concerned 

about  1 'father  for  those  shoes,  '"rith  needs  for  leather  so  greatly  increased,  -'here 
is  it  cominPT  from? 

KADDERLY:     There  are  just  tv;o  ways  to  get  more  leather.     One  is  to  increase  the 
number  of  animals.    That's  being  done,  to  some  extent,  but  there's  a  practical 
limit.    The  other  way  to  get  more  leather  is  to  cut  dovm  on  the  damage  to  hides. 
The  mam  injuries  come  from  branding,  and  from  grub  holes.     Brand  in- 'causes  an 
average  loss  of  one  pair  of  shoe  solos  per  hide.     Smaller  brands  —  and  brands 

located  on  less  valuable  parts  of  the  hide  —  v.^ould  save  a  lot  of  leather  

Now  the  othor  cause  of  serious  damage  to  hides  is  the  cattle  grub  —  the  post  that 
bores,  holes  through  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  hide.    Every  year  these  pests 
rum  enough  Ic  athcr  to  provide  31  million  pairs  of  shoe  soles.    The  answer  to  thnt 
IS  to  control  the  cattle  grub  —  and  it  can  be'  controlled. 
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KilDDiilRLY:     (Continuing)    ITov--  Rv.th,  I've  ansv/ored  those  questions  Everett  asked  — 
and  it's  your  turn.  "  ■ 

The  hoiiioly,  prosaic  job  oi'  takirij^  j^^ood  co,rtj  'of  shoos  roay  help  to  prevent 
a  lii.Ather  shortage.  Vrnat  do  the  exports  recouiiuend,  for  Liai'.in^;  shoes  last  a  long 
'Kime?  ... 

VAI'  DSilAl'^:     In  the  first  place,  thov  rccoircnond  dailv  c^r'^..    '7hcn  you  aren't  r.'ear- 
infr.  your  shoes  Ic^ep  them  on,  a  rack,  in  a  cabinet,  or  in  fvhoo  basrs.    To  'reoTo  that 
"nev/"  look,  rood  shoe  trees  are  p.  bip-  help,  ^jid  get  jovtr  ahoea  f^ixcd  just  qb  soon  ss 
you  need  nev  heels  '^.nd  nov  soles.     If  you're  luck},'"  enouf^h  to  cm  t"."'o  ■oairs  of  shoes 
at  th--  sane  time,  iveor  one  pair  today  —  the  other  pair  tonorroiv. 

F.AT)DE"?LY:       Giyro  then  a  day 'of  rest? 

V/\1J  DEllAl^:    Yes  —  a  chance  to  dr^'"  and  air  inside-.    V'hen  you  put  shoos  a-ivay  f or 
a  season,,  be  sure  they're'  in  -good  repair,    /md  put  th'Tin  in  a  dry,  vircll-ventilatcd 
place.    You  'kiw-.i  shoes  raildew  easilj''. 

Ki^DL/ERLY:    Yes,  raildovr  can  play  hob  with  leather.     So  can  a  heavy  rainstorn,  rrhen 
you're  caught  v/ithout  overshoes.  ... 

V/uJ  DEFl/vII:     iind  come  home  vrxth  your  shoes  soaking  wot. 

K.IDDERLY:  '.".Tiat  should  you  do'!'     Dry  vour  shoes  in  the  oven?     Or  on  top  of  the 
radiator? 

ViU''  DEivu^lJ :     Good  gracious  no  I    ''■Vho  ever  thought  of  such  a  thing? 

KiVDDERLY:  Oh  —  small  boys  and  girls,  in  a  hurry  to  got  going  ago  in. 

Y^d^  DSLiiilJ:     'fJell,  ;/ou'd  better  teach  small  b.oys..aiLd  girls  that  too  i:iuch  heat  v;ill 
absolutely  ruin  a  pair  of  shoes.'   If  shoes  are  wet,  put  them  on  shoe  trees  to  dry. 

Kl).DDERLY;     ''.'hat  if  you  don't  have  shoe  trees? 

V.il'  DEhj'iI';     Then  stuff  the  shoes  v.ath  paiDer.     Keep  them  awa-^r  from  sunlight,  and 
from  heat.    I'^ever  put  wet  leather  shoes  near  a  stove,  radiator,  or  firenlace.  ""'rhen 
they're  drv,  you  can  soften  the  leather  ^Tith  a  little  saddle  soan. 

KADDERLY:     One  more  question.    "'.Tiat  do  you  think  about  water-proofing  work  shoes. 
Isn't  that  importanf? 

W.S  DEI;Iiu'T:     So  important  I'd  like  to  suggest  that  people  who  v/ant  simple  directions 
--  for  water-proofing  work  ^hoes  at  home  — .  send  for  Farhiers'  Bulletin  1523', 
called  "Leather  Shoes,  Selection  ond  Care." 

IL'.DDERLYi     "Leather  Shoes,  Selection  and  Care."    That  just  about  covers  every- 
thing.... -uid  we  thank  you,  Ruth,  for  -suggesting  vfays  in  v\rhich  >ro  can  ma.ke  our 
BLoe:.-.  In?';  longer  —  and  thereby  help  prevent  a  leather  shortage. 


